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Welcome to Infinity Middle School

We are excited about the upcoming school year and look forward to welcoming you as we
continue to grow. Our staff strives to support students in realizing their academic and social
potential by offering a challenging, comprehensive curriculum along with an enriching yet

innovative elective exploratory program. This course guide is intended to help you understand
what the academic experience for our students will be for the 2022-23SY. This guide contains the

most up-to-date information we have available at the time of registration and lays out the
expectations of our middle school. If warranted, we may adjust our programming to fit the needs

of our students. Please feel free to contact us with any questions.

Contact Information:

Main Office 720-886-6000

Office Manager - Dani Ritz 720-886-6034

Principal - Diana Price 720-886-6034

Assistant Principal - Shelby Schneebeck 720-886-6001

Campus Administrator - Tom Romolo 720-886-6007

Deans -
Missy Zahler
Charmaine Jackson

720-886-6091
720-886-6010

Counselors -
Carolyn Norwood
Roxanna Villarreal

720-886-6006
720-886-6079

Registrar - Erika Ramirez 720-886-6003

Bookkeeper - Mond Cen 720-886-6002

Attendance - Alesya Calin 720-886-6005

Transportation 720-554-4664

School Website infinity.cherrycreekschools.org
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IMPORTANT DATES

January 23rd: Course Guide available to view on

website

January 25th: Counselor Feeder Elementary School

Registration Visits; Registration Cards

handed out during visit

Registration Cards handed out to

transitioning 7th & 8th grade students

January 25th: Viper Night for incoming 6th grade students

and parents (Last names A-K)  5:30-7:00p.m.

January 26th: Viper Night for incoming 6th grade students

and parents (Last names L-Z)  5:30-7:00p.m.

January 28th: Registration cards due for 5th to 6th grade

transitioning students to 5th grade

teachers;

Registration cards due for transitioning 7th

and 8th grade students to CSI class

July 1st: Online check-in; Parents need to complete

required district forms. Visit:

My.cherrycreekschools.org to complete forms.

August 10th: *6th Grade Orientation/ Parent Academy

August 11th: Back to School Night 5:00-7:00p.m.

August 15th: First Day of School for All Students

*May be subject to change
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THE INFINITY MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

The three years of middle school is a time of accelerated growth opportunities, challenge and
adventure for students. We are honored to inspire your child(ren) during this special time in their lives.
Infinity Middle School’s primary goal is to partner with families for the success of every student,
academically, emotionally, and socially. Students develop at different rates and we must honor each of our
students and their individuality, while meeting their need to be challenged, motivated and encouraged. We
will facilitate learning, as well as provide opportunities for independence and interdependence within our
school community. We are here to support our students and families and to ensure that our students
reach their full academic potential.

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE

Cherry Creek School District is committed to college and career preparedness for every
student through inclusive excellence. Our overarching goal is to inspire every student to think,
to learn, to achieve and to care every day.

21st Century Essential Skills for Our Learners

Our students today must be equipped with certain core competencies such as
collaboration, digital literacy, critical thinking, and problem solving to ensure future success.
Education experts widely believe that schools need to teach these skills to help students thrive
in today’s world. We are committed to empowering students to compete at the highest levels by
planning rigorous instruction, which incorporates these 21st Century essential skills including:
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Co-Teaching

Co-Teaching, or Collaborative Teaching, is coordinated instructional practice in which
two or more educators simultaneously work with students in the classroom. Co-teaching
partners spend time planning together, share instructional responsibilities and reflect on their
practices as a team. This model brings more expertise to the classroom, supports instructional
interventions in a short time frame and models partnership and collaboration for students.
Research in the field of co-teaching has shown that students in a co-taught class show
increased fluency with vocabulary and reading comprehension, as well as an increase of overall
achievement on academic tests.

Counselors

As an extremely important part of the transition to middle school, our counselors are
available to work with both students and parents on an individual basis. Counselors work closely
with the administration and the teachers to provide a focus for meeting the affective needs of the
students in the classroom, in small groups or in one on one sessions. Our counselors help
students make responsible decisions, resolve personal and interpersonal challenges, as well as
prepare for the transition to high school as they deal with the rapidly changing life needs of early
adolescence.

Culturally Responsive Education (CRE)

Culturally responsive teaching means reaching all students academically, emotionally,
and socially- their full selves. When we validate who our students are and where they come
from (in terms of their community, culture and personal perspectives), we are creating a space
where students feel safe and welcome to learn. In the classrooms, we work to build student
engagement and motivation while at the same time creating purposeful, authentic learning
opportunities for our students.

Innovation through Design Thinking & Genius Hour

Innovation is a way of thinking/and a mindset that creates something new and better.
Innovation can come from either “invention” (creating something totally new) or “iteration” (a
change of something that already exists), but if it does not meet the idea of “new and better” it is
not “innovative.” One focus of our school is to teach our learners about innovation and to
encourage individuals to embrace innovation as a way of learning.
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Design Thinking is a mindset and approach to learning, collaboration, and problem
solving. In practice, the design process is a structured framework for identifying challenges,
gathering information, generating potential solutions, refining ideas, and testing solutions. The
full process includes empathy, define, ideate, prototype, and test.

Genius Hour is the use of a specialized schedule. This process allows our students to
explore their own passions and encourages creativity in the classroom as they learn about the
world around them and what fuels their learning. It provides our students a choice in what they
learn, problems they find and ultimately solve during our modified block schedule days.

Mindfulness

Mindfulness is the basic human ability to be fully present, aware of where we are and
what we are doing, and not overly reactive or overwhelmed by what is going on around us. We
believe that the opportunity for our students to intentionally practice mindfulness throughout the
day helps reduce stress and gives our students an opportunity to just slow down. Our teachers
are trained in this approach by district mental health personnel and engage students in the
practice of bringing awareness and caring into everything we do. Even a little makes our lives
better. The optional practice takes less than 5 minutes during class time and aims to reduce
needless stress in the lives of our students.

Restorative Practices

Restorative practices promote inclusiveness, relationship-building and problem-solving,
through such restorative methods as circles for teaching and conflict resolution to conferences
that bring victims, offenders and their supporters together to address wrongdoing. Instead of
punishment, students are encouraged to reflect on and take responsibility for their actions and
come up with plans to repair harm. All students are invited to participate in our restorative
practices.

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS)

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports is designed to establish and maintain
effective school environments that maximize academic achievement and behavioral
competence of all learners in Colorado. This competence is gained as a result of school
personnel and families working together to provide a continuum of supports for all learners and
teaching appropriate behaviors. We have developed school-wide behaviors that support our
expectations of STARS- Safety, Teamwork, Achievement, Respect & Service. Our goal is
that every student, staff and parent will know, understand and encourage these behaviors. PBIS
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is honored at Infinity Middle School weekly with small treats for students and quarterly through
our character development assemblies.

Professional Learning Communities (PLC)

Professional Learning Communities, or PLC, are groups of educators that meet
regularly, share expertise, and work collaboratively to improve teaching skills and the academic
performance of all of our students. Three big ideas govern our school’s ability to function as a
PLC: we believe in 1) ensuring that all students learn, 2) a culture of collaboration because
together we can achieve more, and 3) a focus on results for kids. Additionally, we function as a
Professional Learning Community when we focus on the following questions:

● What is it that our students must know/ learn?
● How will we know they have learned it?
● What do we do if they don’t learn it?
● What do we do if they already know it?

The focus on these three big ideas and the four questions listed above, allow us to review our
learning strategies and standards to ensure that we are differentiating instruction to meet the
needs of our students.

WEB-Where Everybody Belongs

WEB is a program for 8th grade students who are interested in leadership and service to
our 6th grade students. Students apply and/ or are recommended by teachers to be WEB
leaders in the spring. WEB leaders are in charge of the 6th Grade Orientation each year and
assume a leadership role as they plan various activities and academic opportunities to help
incoming 6th graders acclimate to middle school and become a part of our culture. At Infinity
Middle School, we believe in…

● Putting the needs and welfare of every student above all else.
● Nurturing creative confidence in all students.
● Promoting courage and a growth mindset.
● Engaging students, parents, and community members as partners in the education

process.
● Rigorous academics.
● The power of sharing ideas and working together as teams in a collaborative learning

community.
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TYPICAL TIME IN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Academic Calendar

The academic calendar is organized into four quarters lasting approximately nine weeks
each. Core classes last all year - four quarters. Some elective classes also last all year, while
other 6th grade electives last one quarter and 7th/8th grade electives last a semester - two
quarters. Academic grades are calculated each quarter. Final grades will be available through
PowerSchool. Reminder emails will be sent to parents.

The Typical Day
The school day is a seven-hour day. Core and elective classes will be approximately 56 minutes
and I-Homeroom will be approximately 22 minutes. Students have approximately 3 minutes to
pass between classes.  Below is a typical day:

● Core- Students will have four class periods of core content- one in English Language
Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.

● Electives- Students will have two elective periods each day. These are either quarter,
semester, or full year in length.

● Students will be connected to an I-Homeroom which meets daily.   This period is used
for social emotional support lessons, grade checks and community-building.

● Lunch - 30 minutes, including time outside.  Students are encouraged to go outside for a
minimum of 5 minutes daily during the lunch period to get some fresh air and exercise.
However, if students require an indoor option, the library is available.  Please
communicate directly with your child’s grade level administrator if an indoor option is
required.

● The cafeteria will be open for breakfast before the start of school at 8:30 a.m. daily.

● There will be a late bus shuttle and daily after school clubs, sports and teacher support
opportunities everyday except for Fridays. (No Late bus on Friday)

12



Bell Schedule
**Bell Schedule is subject to change**
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Colorado Academic Standards
Standards-based education in Colorado begins with clear expectations that outline what

students should know and be able to do at each grade level and content area. These
expectations are outlined in the Colorado Academic Standards, which include 10 content areas
for preschool through 12th grade. The updated standards are constructed backwards, starting
with the competencies of prepared high school graduates to create learning expectations for
what students should understand, know and be able to do at each grade level and content area.
They provide a clear understanding of the concepts and skills students need to master to help
ensure they are successful in college, careers and life.

Design Principles
● Created by Coloradans for Colorado Academic Standards provide a road map to help

ensure students are successful in college, careers and life.
● Aimed at improving what students learn and how they learn in ten content areas

(comprehensive health and physical education; dance; drama and theatre arts;
mathematics; music; reading, writing, and communication; science; social studies; visual
arts; world languages).

● Constructed backwards, starting with the competencies of prepared high school
graduates, to create learning expectations for what students should understand, know,
and be able to do at each grade level and in each content area.

Instructional Priorities
● Rigor- Systematic, methodical, and deep engagement to:

○ Develop concepts and skills in each content area.
○ Compel the use of inquiry, critical thinking and creative processes.

● Relevancy- Authentic and meaningful experiences that:
○ Include real world scenarios that necessitate individual and group problem

solving.
○ Require the application and transfer of knowledge, concepts and skills across

situations and contexts.
● Disciplinary Literacy- Content- specific texts and communication processes/ strategies

that:
○ Facilitate working, thinking, talking, arguing as mathematicians, artists, scientists,

readers,/ writers, historians, etc.

(2014, November). Retrieved from http://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/casfactsheet For more information,
visit the CDE standards website: www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction
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Student Achievement Services
SAS/ Special Education

The student achievement services (SAS) department provides special education
services to students who qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
Colorado Department of Education and Cherry Creek School District guidelines. Specific
guidelines mandate qualifications relating to a student’s ability to access reasonable educational
benefit from universal and targeted interventions. The SAS staff serves all grade levels and
teams, but focuses primarily on students with identified needs.

Infinity Middle School will provide a continuum of services for students with identified
disabilities. These include:

● Accommodations
● Modifications
● Co-teaching
● Indirect Services
● Direct Services
● Small Group Instruction
● Individualized instruction
● Life Skills
● Social Skills
● Speech/Language Skills
● Mental Health/Socio-Emotional Support

Specific Services may also include:
● LD (Learning Disabilities): Provides services for students who need direct and indirect

support in the general education setting, as well as, individual and small group settings.
● Mental Health Support: Small group or Individualized Instruction with School

Psychologist and/ or Social Worker to work on goals or social/emotional needs.
● Speech Language: Small group or Individualized Instruction targeting specific areas of

need, such as, language (receptive, expressive, social), articulation, voice and fluency.
● Occupational/ Physical Therapist Support- OT/ PT Support is provided to students as

needed and stated in their IEP.
● ILC (Integrated Learning Center): Provides services to students with significant

developmental and/ or cognitive delays.
● SED (Social Emotional Disability): Provides services to students with emotional

disabilities through check-in/ check-out, Indirect services, social/emotional skill groups
and support within the general education classroom.
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Student Achievement Services will:
● Work closely and collaboratively with classroom teachers, parents and administrators, to

support the needs of the students.
● Utilize progress-monitoring tools to continuously monitor each student’s academic

progress.
● Use a variety of evidence-based and culturally relevant interventions with varying levels

of intensity and focus.
● Analyze and utilize assessment data.
● Will attend SSIT meetings to problem-solve student concerns.
● Will provide individualized tools to assist students with their academic needs.
● Utilize Colorado Academic Standards to address planning, assessments, and IEP goals.
● Provide high-level of differentiated instruction in a variety of learning styles in ALL

classes.
● Create opportunities for students to take risks.
● Hold high academic expectations and standards in all classes.

ADDITIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Advanced Placement Options

Advanced placement is designed to provide increased opportunities for students to
engage in active questioning, analysis, and the construction and communication of arguments
from Bloom’s Taxonomy and College Boards. The premise of this programming is that with
coordinated preparation, academically able students will be prepared and motivated to succeed
in challenging courses in high school, including Advanced Placement classes and International
Baccalaureate programming.

Academically able students have advanced reading and writing abilities, strong task
commitment and internal motivation. These characteristics allow them to independently acquire
information at a rapid pace and communicate their understanding clearly. Students in advanced
placement classes can expect preparatory homework in the range of two and one-half hours
each night as well as long-term assignments in all subject areas.

Advanced Placement Students need to meet the following academic criteria: (Criteria will be
adjusted in response to the health crisis)

● Academic Criteria
○ FastBridge
○ CMAS: Exceeds Expectations in Reading and Writing
○ Prior grade academic performance scores, letter grades or standards grades
○ MS Common Assessment in Math & LA

● Other characteristics of a student in an advanced class:
○ Maintains high overall grades and academic scholarship

16



○ Shows dedications to learning
○ Overcomes obstacles to achievement through self-determination
○ Handles fast paced instruction with littel review or repetition
○ Negotiates text beyond what is explicitly stated
○ Operates comfortably with abstract material
○ Independently makes connections
○ Is an avid reader, critical thinker
○ Accomplished writing talent, uses advanced word choice, structure and grammar

Placement in a course for accelerated learning one year does not guarantee placement
in an Advanced or Honors level course the following year. Gifted and Talented identification
does not guarantee placement in advanced classes, students must still meet the advanced
placement criteria outlined above.

Advanced Placement Course Offerings

Language Arts 6, 7, & 8 Advanced (Full year Core class)
Advanced Language Arts is designed for students to work to the same standards

outlined in the Language Arts course descriptions, who demonstrate comprehension of
challenging texts, as well as abstract thinking. Writing assignments are complex and extensive,
with emphasis on sophisticated organizational patterns, word choice, sentence structure, and
application of literary devices and themes. Please see the course descriptions at each grade
level for more details and the course prerequisites.

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)

AVID is a college preparatory class that supports students on their path toward college
and career readiness. AVID supports students academically, organizationally, and helps
students build confidence speaking in public and taking on leadership roles. It is the AVID
mission to close the achievement and opportunity gap, especially for first generation college
students, by preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society. There
is an application and selection process for enrollment in AVID. Once a student applies once to
be in AVID, they do not have to apply again. They will have to apply again to join the AVID
program in high school. The successful AVID student is willing to work hard, has a personal
stake in his/her success, and is capable of completing a rigorous curriculum, but is in need of
support to reach their full potential as a student. This course focuses on WICOR (writing, inquiry,
collaboration, organization and reading) strategies to prepare students for college and the skills
to access advanced placement and honors classes in high school and build their educational
stamina.
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This is an academic elective, so students should be prepared to work through the
rigorous AVID curriculum. To support them in rigorous coursework, AVID students learn
organizational and study skills, develop critical thinking, learn to ask probing questions, receive
academic help from peers and AVID tutors, and participate in enrichment and motivational
activities to make their college dreams a reality.

Prerequisites:
● Application & Interview Process
● Strong desire to excel
● Positive citizenship
● Excellent attendance
● Teacher recommendation

Notification of Non-discrimination
Cherry Creek School District No. 5 (“District”) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, sexual orientation, or disability in

admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of their operations. Infinity Middle School does not discriminate
in enrollment or access to any of its available programs. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to admission or participation in District activities and programs.
The District also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices.

This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding these laws
may be forwarded to the designated District Compliance Officer, Educational Services Center, 4700 S. Yosemite St., Greenwood Village, CO 80111, telephone (720) 554-4471,
or directly to the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Region VIII, Federal Office Building, 1244 North Speer Blvd., Suite 310, Denver, CO 80204.

English Language Acquisition

We provide culturally and linguistically diverse learners with equitable access to
cohesive learning opportunities that accelerate their social and academic English, provide
meaningful access to grade level content, and increase their overall achievement through
collaboration and co-teaching. Participation in the English Language Acquisition program is
through assessment and identification by district personnel and teacher recommendation.

Gifted and Talented Services- GT
Gifted and Talented students enter our school with different strengths, talents and

experiences; therefore, our programming will continue to evolve to meet their varied needs.
Infinity Middle School Gifted and Talented programming will support classroom instruction by
offerening programming options, including differentiation strategies and materials, modification,
enrichment, and independent study for students whose needs extend beyond what is available
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in the regular curriculum or classroom as determined by the district and state identification
standards. Gifted and Talented services, therefore will supplement the regular classroom
curriculum.

Infinity Middle School will be committed to meeting the needs of all our students; hence,
we offer a rich and rigorous curriculum in all facets of our academic program. Our students will
have the knowledge, skills, intellectual curiosity, and habits of mind that will secure their success
in a wide variety of high school programs, including International Baccalaureate, College
Preparatory, Advanced Placement and Honors classes.
Our Gifted and Talented program will ensure that our students’ curriculum is:

● Rigorous: offer our students depth, complexity, sophistication, and novelty of thinking as
they acquire and process knowledge and skills.

● Relevant: engage in meaningful, significant inquiry within cross-curricular themes. Our
students will naturally make connections between the disciplines, and these connections
will add to the richness and depth of each child’s academic experience.

● Appropriate: consider varying developmental needs as well as cognitive skill level and
demonstrated proficiency as materials are chosen for study.

● Challenging: challenge to think, create, inquire, and produce authentic work in a variety
of genres. We will push all of our students to achieve their best, and we will support them
in this endeavor.

● Enduring: focus on enduring themes and ideas that will have lasting impact and
application throughout our students’ lives.

The GT Program teacher will meet with teachers to plan and monitor the affective and
academic achievement of our Gifted/ Talented and Advanced Learners. This will also include
the development of the student’s Individualized Learning Plan (ILP). The GT Coordinator also
provides professional development and resources for teachers and facilitates the transition
process both into and out of middle school.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Core Academic Classes

This section contains the core academic classes for 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.

LANGUAGE ARTS

LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW:

Our school-wide Language Arts curriculum fosters skills that will serve as the necessary foundation
for literacy success both now and in the future. Language Arts standards are designed to be
spiraled back to from year-to-year with increasing complexity and depth of texts. Students
will receive literacy-rich instruction that prepares them to be state-of-the-art learners. The 8 C’s of
innovation (character, citizenship, communication, critical thinking, collaboration, computational
thinking, creativity, and choice) will be the driving force that will connect our students with
academic and real-world reading and writing. The program will focus on three primary areas of
development:

Reading:
Literature is both a window into the culture, passion, and soul of the author, and a reflection of the
place and time in which it was written. Literature is therefore a primary vehicle by which our
students delve into the art and power of language. The Colorado Academic Standards carry with
them a greater emphasis on analysis and interpretation of non-fiction texts paired with literature.
Students are given equal exposure to non- fiction texts and fiction-based literature to ensure a
well-rounded literacy approach. We will offer rich, culturally responsive, multi-leveled texts that will
help guide our students to reach the essential learning
Students’ understanding and comprehension surrounding these pieces of literature will be
conveyed in both written, spoken, and digital formats. Many of the texts students will read will be
based on choice as students select “book club” texts to read and discuss in depth with their peers.
Novel discussions will surround concepts such as theme, symbolism, point of view, author’s craft,
literary devices, and more.
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Writing:
Writing is more than just a mode of communication—it is also a vital learning tool. Our Language
Arts program is dedicated to helping our students learn to write for a wide variety of purposes and
styles including narrative, argumentative, and informative. Our students will learn to use writing as
a tool for learning, not just as a form of assessment. Writing is the most efficient tool we have for
assessing student knowledge and deepening their understanding of content. It is both a tool and a
medium of expression.

In addition, students will be exposed to multiple genres of writing including: informational, narrative,
research, persuasive, poetry, creative, real-world writing, short constructed response, and literary
analysis. Writing will be instructed through the use of mentor texts, teacher modeling, and guided
by student choice.  Students will be expected to walk through the entire writing process which
includes brainstorming, drafting, peer, teacher, and self review, editing, and final draft publishing.
Students’ writing skills will also be supported through grammar instruction on components of a
sentence, creating complex sentence structures, and more.

Speaking, Listening & Viewing:
Twenty-first century learners are inundated with information, and they need to be able to sort
through it quickly and intelligently in an environment that often demands an immediate response. In
conjunction with other curricular  departments, we will help our students learn to assess,
categorize, and make meaning of information so that they can build confidence in listening for
relevant important information, viewing information and other visual media critically, and then
sharing their findings and informed opinions with varied audiences. To further prepare students for
the future they will hone in their public speaking skills with formal presentations, book club
discussions, and Socratic Seminars. Additionally, the necessary skills of collaboration and choice
will be explored as students work alongside their peers in multiple project formats.

6th Grade Placement:
Honors placement is based on three bodies of evidence: FastBridge score, common benchmark
assessment, and teacher recommendation. A student must meet two of the three requirements in
order to be considered for honors.

LANGUAGE ARTS 6

Unit 1- Identity: Understanding What Makes Me Unique
● Anchor Text: The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Perez
● Focus Skills: Levels of questioning, annotation, plot diagram, Socratic Seminar method,

academic dialogue, figurative language, narrative writing and direct vs. indirect
characterization.

● Assessments Used: Identity Tree, Narrative Writing Piece: Parts of my Identity, end of
novel assessment

Unit 2- Building Empathy: Stories of Remarkability
● Anchor Text: Out of my Mind by Sharon Draper
● Focus Skills: Levels of questioning, annotation, plot diagram, Socratic Seminar method,
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academic dialogue, public speaking, narrative writing, event sequence.
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, pen pal letters,  Narrative Writing Piece:

Remarkable You, end of novel assessment

Unit 3 – Book Love: Reading for Pleasure and Purpose
● Anchor Texts: Student-chosen novels, The One And Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
● Focus Skills: Figurative language, point of view, theme, author’s craft and technique, direct

vs. indirect characterization, static vs. dynamic characters, argumentative writing, claims,
evidence, and reasoning.

● Assessments Used: Weekly readers’ journal entries, Argumentative Writing: What Makes
My Book So Successful?, Debate: Battle of the Books Verbal Debate,end of novel
assessment

Unit 4 – Creative Writing: Writing for Pleasure and Purpose
● Anchor Texts: Short stories to serve as mentor texts
● Focus Skills: Character development, story arcs, parts of plot, suspense building, imagery

and detail, peer editing, final drafting and publishing
● Assessments Used: Different stages of the writing process including a final draft creative

writing piece

Unit 5 – Research and Information Unit: Discovering my Inner Genius
● Focus Skills: Critical thinking, STEAM, problem solving, identifying credible evidence,

sequential thinking, higher level questioning, utilizing research tools, creating a formal
presentation, verbal presentation skills, multimedia in presentations

● Assessments Used: Research writing, research note taking, self-assessment of project
pacing, Formal Genius Hour Presentation

Unit 6 - Stories by Spinelli: Author’s Craft
● Anchor Texts: Stargirl, Loser, Maniac Magee, The Warden’s Daughter, Wringer, There’s a Girl in my

Hammerlock all by Jerry Spinelli
● Focus Skills: Compare and contrast of literature, author’s craft, imagery, character

development, point of view, theme, symbolism, higher level questioning, annotation
● Assessments Used: Weekly book clubs, end of novel assessment, Write Like This:

Mimicking Author’s Craft

ASSESSMENT: See above units for specific unit assessments. Assessments determine a
students progress in relation to a Colorado Academic Standard.

PREREQUISITES: No prerequisite required.
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HONORS LANGUAGE ARTS 6

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Honors Language Arts curriculum follows the same focus standards as 6 th Grade Language
Arts listed above. However, students are asked to move through the curriculum at an accelerated
rate and delve into the content through a more complex lens. Complexity is increased through the
use of extended writing prompts, more demanding rubrics, and higher-level reading materials.

Unit 1- Identity: Understanding What Makes Me Unique
● Anchor Text: The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Perez
● Focus Skills: Levels of questioning, annotation, plot diagram, Socratic Seminar method,

academic dialogue, figurative language, narrative writing and direct vs. indirect
characterization.

Assessments Used: Identity Tree, Narrative Writing Piece: Parts of my Identity, end of novel
assessment

Unit 2- Building Empathy: Stories of Remarkability
● Anchor Text: Counting By 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
● Focus Skills: Levels of questioning, annotation, plot diagram, Socratic Seminar method,

academic dialogue, public speaking, narrative writing, event sequence.
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, pen pal letters,  Narrative Writing Piece:

Remarkable You, end of novel assessment

Unit 3 – Book Love: Reading for Pleasure and Purpose
● Anchor Texts: Student-chosen novels, The One And Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
● Focus Skills: Figurative language, point of view, theme, author’s craft and technique, direct

vs. indirect characterization, static vs. dynamic characters, argumentative writing, claims,
evidence, and reasoning.

● Assessments Used: Weekly readers’ journal entries, Argumentative Writing: What Make
My Book So Successful?, Debate: Battle of the Books Verbal Debate, end of novel
assessment

Unit 4 – Analyzing the Underdog Through Literature
● Anchor Texts: A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park and Of Beetles and Angels by

Mawi Asgedom
● Focus Skills: Authorial craft, Notice and Note Signposts for close reading, identifying

unknown words, tone and mood, close reading, explicit vs. implicit information, forming
inferences, informational/journalism style writing, the writing and publishing process,
nonfiction text features

● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, Nonfiction Writing: Telling the Story of the
Underdog Through Journalism, end of novel assessment

Unit 5 – Creative Writing: Writing for Pleasure and Purpose
● Anchor Texts: Short stories to serve as mentor texts
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● Focus Skills: Character development, story arcs, parts of plot, suspense building, imagery
and detail, peer editing, final drafting and publishing

● Assessments Used: Different stages of the writing process including a final draft creative
writing piece

Unit 6 – Research and Information Unit: Discovering my Inner Genius
● Focus Skills: Critical thinking, STEAM, problem solving, identifying credible evidence,

sequential thinking, higher level questioning, utilizing research tools, creating a formal
presentation, verbal presentation skills, multimedia in presentations

● Assessments Used: Research writing, research note-taking, self-assessment of project
pacing, Formal Genius Hour Presentation

Unit 7 - Prose by Park: Author’s Craft
● Anchor Texts: Kite Fighters, A Single Shard, When My Name was Keoko, and SeeSaw

Girl all by Linda Sue Park
● Focus Skills: Compare and contrast of literature, author’s craft, imagery, character

development, point of view, theme, symbolism, higher level questioning, annotation
● Assessments Used: Weekly book clubs, end of novel assessment, Write Like This:

Mimicking Author’s Craft

ASSESSMENT: See above units for specific unit assessments. Assessments determine the
student’s progress in relation to a Colorado Academic Standard. Halfway through the course,
students in 6th Grade Honors Language Arts will begin to be assessed on 7th grade
standard-driven rubrics.

PREREQUISITES: Placement in this course is based on a body of evidence including: FastBridge
data, common benchmark assessment, and teacher recommendation.

Language Arts 7

Unit 1- Social and Restorative Justice
● Anchor Texts: Ghost by Jason Reynolds and Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson
● Focus Skills: Levels of questioning, annotation, plot diagram, Socratic Seminar method,

argumentative writing, symbolism, conflict, and characterization
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, Creative writing piece: World record

speech, Argumentative writing task:  How is restorative justice effective?

Unit 2- Author’s Craft
● Anchor Texts: A selection of short stories
● Focus Skills: Narrative writing, figurative language, reading like a writer
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● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, Creative writing piece:
Mood/foreshadowing short story. Narrative writing piece: Hansel and Gretel Children’s
Book

Unit 3- Who is “The Other?”
● Anchor Texts: Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine
● Focus Skills: Expository writing, nonfiction expository writing, incorporating meaningful

evidence, meaningful details, meanings of words and phrases, synthesizing multiple texts,
cultural relevance, source evaluation

● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, Expository writing piece: magazine article
comparing and contrasting the Little Rock 9 with the Lions of Little Rock

Unit 4- Stories of Survivors
● Anchor Texts: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
● Supporting Texts: Sections of Night by Elie Wiesel
● Focus Skills: Informational writing, Informative and explanatory texts, developing a topic,

focused examination of a text, historical relevance, nonfiction texts, research skills.
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, Informational Writing piece: Perspective

and Point of View

*Disclaimer – novels are subject to change based on student need and teacher preference.

ASSESSMENT: See above units for specific unit assessments. Assessments determine the
student’s progress in relation to a Colorado Academic Standard.

PREREQUISITES: No prerequisite required.

Honors Language Arts 7
COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Honors Language Arts curriculum follows the same focus standards as 7 th Grade Language
Arts listed above. However, students are asked to move through the curriculum at an accelerated
rate and delve into the content through a more complex lens. Complexity is increased through the
use of extended writing prompts, more demanding rubrics, and higher-level reading materials.

Unit 1- “Outsiders Looking In”
● Anchor Text: Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
● Focus Standards*: Compare/contrast informational texts, literary devices, use of evidence

to support a claim, making inferences, collaborative discussions,
● Assessments Used: End of novel assessment and argumentative writing.
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Unit 2- Author’s Craft
● Anchor Texts: The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
● Focus Skills: Narrative writing. Figurative language (irony, symbolism, foreshadowing,

mood, metaphor), reading like a writer
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, Creative writing piece:

Mood/foreshadowing short story. Narrative writing piece: Rewriting a Fairy Tale

Unit 3 - “Telling Your Story”
● Anchor Texts: Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
● Support Texts: Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani
● Focus Standards: Expository Writing, Sensory imagery, poetic devices, summarizing,

drawing inferences,  Informational writing, nonfiction expository writing, incorporating
meaningful evidence, meaningful details, meanings of words and phrases, synthesizing
multiple texts, cultural relevance, source evaluation

● Assessments Used: Socratic Seminars, expository nonfiction writing

Unit 4 – “Honoring the Past”
● Anchor Texts via Book Clubs (students choose one of the following novels): Night by Elie

Wiesel, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne, Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys,
or The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.

● Focus Standards: Informational writing, Figurative language, dialogue, evaluation of
strength of evidence and reasoning to support a claim, evaluating argument, context clues
and complex vocabulary mastery, taking and defending a stance, research skills

● Assessments Used: Weekly book discussion, end of novel assessment, critical stance
writing, academic debate, research/informational writing and presentation.

*Disclaimer – novels are subject to change based on student need and teacher preference.

ASSESSMENT: See above units for specific unit assessments. Assessments determine the
student’s progress in relation to a Colorado Academic Standard. Half way through the course,
students in 7th Grade Honors Language Arts will begin to be assessed on 8th grade
standard-driven rubrics.

PREREQUISITES: Placement in this course is based on a body of evidence including: FastBridge
data, common benchmark assessment, and teacher recommendation.

Language Arts 8
Unit 1 - Author’s Craft: Reading to Understand Empathy

● Anchor Texts: Okay for Now by Gary D. Schmidt
● Focus Skills: Author’s craft, imagery, character development, point of view, theme,

symbolism, generating provocative questions.
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● Assessments Used: Weekly literature circles, weekly journal entries, end of novel
assessment, end of novel writing piece.

Unit 2 – Thematic Analysis: Multicultural Book Club
● Anchor Texts: Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram, Saints and Misfits by S.K.

Ali, Piecing Me Together by Therese Clark, Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis, If I Ever Get
Out of Here by Eric Gansworth, The Only Road Alexandra Diaz, The Epic Fail of Arturo
Zamora Pablo Cartaya

● Focus Skills: identifying theme, analyzing authorial intent, forming inferences using
textual evidence, narrative writing

● Assessments Used: Weekly book club discussions, end of novel writing piece, end of
novel assessment, Moth - Story Hour

Unit 3 - Author’s Craft: Reading to Understand Empathy & Grief
● Anchor Texts: A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
● Focus Skills: Author’s craft, imagery, character development, point of view, theme,

symbolism, generating provocative questions about the complexities and layers of
humans

● Assessments Used: Weekly literature circles, weekly journal entries, end of novel
assessment, end of novel writing piece, zines

Unit 4 - Social Justice: Argumentative Reading & Writing to Understand Inequality
● Anchor Text: Almost American Girl by Robin Ha
● Supporting Texts: Stamped by Jason Reynolds, Piecing Me Together, by Renee Watson,

Ghost Boys by Jewell Rhodes Parker
● Focus Skills: Theme, point of view, relevant evidence to support claims,

understanding/determining plot structure, generating provocative questions; book clubs,
discussing racial identity, courageous conversations about race, research.

● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, journal entries, weekly research
projects, end of novel assessment; project

Unit 5 – Classic Literature: Reading to Understand the Human Condition
● Anchor Text: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
● Focus Skills: Point of view, theme, making inferences, Notice and Note Signposts

annotation method to promote close reading, CLER writing format (claim, lead-in,
evidence, and reasoning).

● Assessments Used: Weekly journal entries, literature circles, presentation,  summative
essay at the end of the quarter.

Unit 6 - The Graphic Novel: Reading to Understand the Harms of Peer Pressure
● Anchor Text: Anya’s Ghost
● Focus Skills: Context clues, point of view, relevant evidence to support claims, reading
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the graphic novel
● Assessments Used: Reading quizzes, small group/book club discussion, argumentative

and narrative writing

Unit 7 – Reading to Understand History: WWII Literature
● Anchor Texts: Enemy Child by Norman Mineta, When My Name was Keoko by Linda

Sue Park, Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph
Bruchac, Bomb: The Race to Build -- and Steal -- the World's Most Dangerous Weapon,
Steve Sheinkin, The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club
by Phillip M. Hoose

● Focus Skills: Narrative writing, author’s craft, theme, point of view, collaborative
discussions, citing textual evidence to support claims, CLER writing format (claim,
lead-in, evidence, and reasoning), verbal presentation skills.

● Assessments Used: Weekly literature circles, presentation, citing textual evidence,
supporting claim with relevant textual evidence, end of novel information writing piece.

Unit 8- Dystopian Book Clubs
● Anchor Text: The Maze Runner by James Dashner, The Testing by Joelle Char,

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, The Giver
Lois Lowry

● Focus Skills: Theme, point of view, relevant evidence to support claims,
understanding/determining plot structure, generating provocative questions.

● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, journal entries, Summative Essay (6+
paragraphs)

Unit 9 – Writer’s Craft: Creative & Narrative Writing
● Anchor Texts: Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom
● Focus Skills: Character development, plot, imagery, tone and mood, in-class drafting and

peer editing, end of unit narrative writing piece and presentation.
● Assessments Used: Presentation, creative writing piece: point of view, narrative writing

pieces, portfolio of polished pieces.

Honors Language Arts 8
COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Honors Language Arts curriculum follows the same focus standards as 8 th Grade Language
Arts listed above. However, students are asked to move through the curriculum at an accelerated
rate and delve into the content through a more complex lens. Complexity is increased through the
use of extended writing prompts, more demanding rubrics, and higher-level reading materials.

ASSESSMENT: Assessments determine a student's progress in relation to a Colorado Academic
Standard. Half way through the course, students in 8th Grade Honors Language Arts will begin to
be assessed on 9th grade standard-driven rubrics.
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PREREQUISITES: Placement in this course is based on a body of evidence including: FastBridge
data, common benchmark assessment, and teacher recommendation.

Unit 1 - Hero’s Journey
● Anchor Text: Del Toro Moon by Darby Karchut
● Focus Skills: Plot analysis according to the Hero’s Journey. Citing evidence, comparing

plot structures, making claims
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, journal entries, note-taking, and final

thematic analysis of themes in Matt’s Hero’s Journey in Del Toro Moon

Unit 2- Self-Discovery Through Poetry
● Anchor Text: Louder Than A Bomb Documentary, Out of Wonder compiled by Kwame

Alexander, One Last Word Nikki Grimes
● Focus Skills: Writing honestly, self-discovery, meter, rhyme, imagery, sensory details
● Assessments Used: Writing poetry, reader response discussions, close-reading,

summative poetry reading

Unit 3 - Author’s Craft: Reading to Understand Empathy & Grief
● Anchor Texts: A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, The Boy in the Black Suit by Jason

Reynolds.
● Focus Skills: Author’s craft, imagery, character development, point of view, theme,

symbolism, generating provocative questions about the complexities and layers of
humans

● Assessments Used: Weekly literature circles, weekly journal entries, end of novel
assessment, end of novel writing piece, zines

Unit 4 - Thematic Analysis: Using Literature to Understand Human Nature
● Anchor Texts: Lord of the Flies by William Golding
● Focus Skills: Author’s craft, imagery, character development, tone, theme, symbolism,

generating provocative questions.
● Assessments Used: Weekly literature circles, weekly journal entries, end of novel

assessment, end of novel writing piece

Unit 5 - Social Justice: Argumentative Reading & Writing to Understand Social
Inequalities

● Anchor Text: Almost American Girl by Robin Ha
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● Supporting Texts: Stamped by Jason Reynolds, Discovering Wes Moore by Wes Moore,
Piecing Me Together, by Renee Watson

● Focus Skills: Theme, point of view, relevant evidence to support claims,
understanding/determining plot structure, generating provocative questions; book clubs,
discussing racial identity, courageous conversations about race, research.

● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, journal entries, weekly research
projects, end of novel assessment; project

Unit 6- Informative Speeches
● Anchor Text: Example informative Speeches, The Moth Story Hour
● Focus Skills: Analyzing informational texts, structured writing, research skills,

performance skills
● Assessments Used: Online research and writing checkpoints, visual aids, performance

of the informative speech.

Unit 7 – Classic Literature: Analyzing Theme
● Anchor Text: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
● Focus Skills: Thematic Analysis, annotation strategies, formal literary analysis,

close-reading a complex text.
● Assessments Used: Nightly reading annotations, daily mini-socratic seminars,

close-reading analysis, formal argumentative thematic analysis essay

Unit 8- Dystopias - Book Club
● Anchor Text: The Giver, by Lois Lowry
● Support Texts: The Maze Runner by James Dashner, The Testing by Joelle Char, The

Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
● Focus Skills: Theme, point of view, relevant evidence to support claims,

understanding/determining plot structure, generating provocative questions.
● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, journal entries, Summative Essay

Unit 9 - Real-Life Dystopias - Book Club
● Anchor Texts: Port Chicago 50 by Steve Sheinkin, The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin

Levine, Enemy Child, by Norman Mineta, Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis, Persepolis
Book One by Marjane Satrapi, The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz, Born A Crime (YA
VERSION), by Trevor Noah, Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World
War Two, by Joseph Bruchac

● Focus Skills: generating provocative questions, comparing plot structures, analyzing
protest movements, injustice

● Assessments Used: Weekly Socratic Seminars, journal entries, narrative writing,
research, end of novel assessment
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Unit 10 – Writer’s Craft: Creative & Narrative Writing
● Anchor Texts: Tuesdays With Morrie, by Mitch Albom Of Mice and Men by John

Steinbeck
● Focus Skills: Character development, plot, imagery, tone and mood, in-class drafting and

peer editing, end of unit narrative writing piece and presentation.
● Assessments Used: Presentation, creative writing piece: point of view, narrative writing

piece: Rewriting a short story with an alternate ending.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies 6

Course Overview:
Sixth grade Social Studies will focus on the question, “Who am I as a Global Citizen?” Students
will use history, geography, economics, and civics to analyze the question. Each quarter
students will focus on a specific question to push their understanding of current day issues.

● Quarter 1:
○ What is my identity?

● Quarter 2:
○ What shapes our understanding of global history?

● Quarter 3:
○ What factors create inequality in our world?

● Quarter 4:
○ How can I become a positive global citizen?

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Aztec, Maya, & Inca Civilizations
● Early Native American cultures of North America
● Explorers/colonizers of the Western Hemisphere
● The Columbian Exchange
● Globalization
● Types of Government
● Geography skills
● Personal Financial Literacy
● Economic Systems
● Historical Thinking

ASSESSMENT:
● Project Based Learning (PBL)
● Socratic Seminar
● Technology based presentations
● Class simulations
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● Document Based Questions (DBQs)- Primary and Secondary Source Analysis
● Writing Assignments

○ CER
○ Argumentative

PREREQUISITES: No prerequisites required.

Social Studies 7

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Seventh grade Social Studies focuses on the history, economic impacts, political structures,
geography, and social structures—specifically, the ancient civilizations of Asia, Europe, and
Africa. Students will examine the birth and evolution of civilizations, how civilizations progress,
and the effects of their decline. There is a strong focus on 21st century skills such as critical
thinking, collaboration, and creativity.

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Ancient Mesopotamia
● Ancient Egypt
● Ancient Greece
● Ancient Rome
● Ancient India
● Ancient China
● Ancient African civilization
● The Medieval World
● The Crusades
● Feudalism
● Geographic Tools
● Economics/Personal Financial Literacy

ASSESSMENT:
● Project Based Learning (PBL)
● Socratic Seminar
● Philosophical Chairs (debates)
● Technology based presentations
● Class simulations
● Document Based Questions (DBQs)- Primary and Secondary Source Analysis
● Expository/Persuasive Writing Assignments

PREREQUISITES: No prerequisites required.
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Social Studies 8

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Eighth grade Social Studies focuses on the foundations of U.S. history and civics. Students
explore colonial motivations for revolting against Great Britain and analyze the system of
government our new nation created. There is a heavy emphasis on the concepts of rights,
power, equality, and change. Students examine the growing country, westward expansion, and
the divide between the North and South that eventually led to the Civil War and Reconstruction.
There is a strong focus on 21st century skills such as critical thinking, collaboration, and
creativity.

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Early Americans
● The Early American Colonies
● Road to Revolution
● The U.S. Constitution
● A New Nation
● Westward Expansion
● The Growing Divide
● The Civil War
● Reconstruction
● Personal Financial Literacy

ASSESSMENT:
● Project Based Learning (PBL)
● Mock Trials
● Debates
● Socratic Seminar
● Technology based presentations
● Class simulations
● Document Based Questions (DBQs)- Primary and Secondary Source Analysis
● Expository/Persuasive Writing Assignments

PREREQUISITES: No prerequisites required.

33



MATHEMATICS.

MATH 6 AND 6/7 COURSE OVERVIEW:
Students will build on their understanding of numbers from elementary school and begin to learn
the abstract components of mathematics. Content will focus on four critical areas including:

● Connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division
● Completing understanding of division of fractions and extending to

rational numbers, which includes negative numbers
● Writing, interpreting and using expressions and equations
● Developing understanding of statistical thinking

In today’s environment, there are also “habits of mind” that students need to
develop and use when they employ math strategies, discuss the math they are
learning, and solve problems. These skills called the Standards of Mathematical
Practices are foundational to success in the 21st century workforce and are
listed below.

● Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
● Reason abstractly and quantitatively
● Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
● Model with mathematics
● Use appropriate tools strategically
● Attend to precision
● Look for and make use of structure
● Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning

MATH 6 CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
During the 6th grade year, all students will focus on 10 units of study through
the lens of Rigor: Conceptual Understanding, Fluency, and Real World
Application:

● Numerical expressions and factors
● Fractions and decimals
● Algebraic expressions and

properties
● Areas of polygons
● Ratios and rates

● Integers and the coordinate plane
● Equations and inequalities
● Surface area and volume
● Statistical measures
● Data displays

MATH 6/7 ADDITIONAL CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Expressions and equations
● Integers

● Rational numbers
● Percent

● Ratios and proportions

ASSESSMENT: Daily formative assessments from teacher observation,
group work, exit tickets, and homework. Frequent quizzes,
project-based learning, and summative tests.
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MATH 7
COURSE OVERVIEW:
Students will build on their work with rational numbers and algebraic thinking
from sixth grade as they move into deeper and more complex math concepts.
Math content will focus on four critical areas:

● Developing understanding of and application of proportional relationships
● Developing understanding of operations with rational numbers

and working with expressions and linear equations
● Solving problems involving geometric ideas of scale, area, surface

area and volume with two- and three-dimensional shapes
● Drawing inferences about populations based on samples.

This work will lay the foundation for the algebraic work with linear functions
studied in eighth grade. In today’s environment, there are also “habits of
mind” that students need to develop and use when they employ math
strategies, talk about the math they are learning, and solve problems. These
skills called the Mathematical Practices are foundational to success in the
21st century workforce and are listed below.

● Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
● Reason abstractly and quantitatively
● Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
● Model with mathematics
● Use appropriate tools strategically
● Attend to precision
● Look for and make use of structure
● Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
During the 7th grade year, students will focus on 10 units of study through the
lens of Rigor: Conceptual Understanding, Fluency, and Real World Application:

● Integers
● Rational Numbers
● Expressions and Equations
● Inequalities
● Ratios and Proportions

● Percent
● Constructions and Scale Drawings
● Circles
● Surface Area and Volume
● Probability and Statistics

ASSESSMENT: Daily formative assessments from teacher observation, group
work, exit tickets, and homework. Frequent quizzes, project-based learning,
and summative tests

PREREQUISITES: Completion of Math 6
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MATH 7/8

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Students who have successfully completed Math 6/7 may choose to complete
this two-year compacted course sequence, preparing them for Algebra 1 in
grade 8. Students will complete their study of Math 7 topics (see below) not
covered in Math 6/7, including working with expressions and linear equations
and the geometric study of two-and three-dimensional shapes. These concepts
will be extended to the Math 8 topics of linear equations and the Pythagorean
Theorem, respectively.

The main ideas of Math 8 will be studied in this course and are listed below.
● Formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including

modeling bivariate data with a linear equation, solving linear equations
and working with systems of linear equations

● Developing an understanding of the concept of a function, and
using functions to describe quantitative relationships

● Analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using
distance, angle, similarity and congruence, and understanding and
applying the Pythagorean Theorem

The compacted nature of the course will require students to be comfortable
and proficient learning math at an accelerated pace. In today’s environment,
there are also “habits of mind” that students need to develop and use when they
employ math strategies, talk about the math they are learning, and solve
problems. These skills called the Mathematical Practices are foundational to
success in the 21st century workforce and are listed below.

● Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
● Reason abstractly and quantitatively
● Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
● Model with mathematics
● Use appropriate tools strategically
● Attend to precision
● Look for and make use of structure
● Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
During the 7th grade year, Math 7/8 students will focus on the five additional 7th

grade units as well as all ten 8th grade units. All units will be taught through the
lens of Rigor: Conceptual Understanding, Fluency, and Real-World Application.
7th grade units: Inequalities, Constructions and Scale Drawings, Circles,
Surface Area, and Probability & Statistics.
8th grade units: Transformations, Angles/Triangles, Graphing and Writing
Linear Equations, Systems of Linear Equations, Functions, Real Numbers/
Pythagorean Theorem, Volume/Similarity, Data Analysis, Exponents, and
Scientific Notation.
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ASSESSMENT: Daily formative assessments from teacher observation, group
work, exit tickets, and homework. Frequent quizzes, project-based learning,
and summative tests.

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of Math 6/7 OR teacher
recommendation based on standardized test scores and work samples.  Other
items considered in the body of evidence include CMAS data, ASPIRE data,
Common Benchmark Assessment, and teacher recommendation.

MATH 8

COURSE OVERVIEW:
In 8th grade, students begin a serious study of algebraic concepts with the learning of linear
functions. With their study of numbers relatively complete, the focus shifts to abstract
applications. This course content will focus on the following three critical areas and lay the
foundation for success in Algebra 1.

● Formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling
bivariate data with linear equations, solving and graphing linear functions, and working
with systems of linear equations.

● Developing and understanding the concept of a function and using functions to describe
qualitative relationships.

● Applying the Pythagorean Theorem as well as analyzing multi-dimensional figures using
distance, angle, similarity, and congruence.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
During the 8th grade year, students will focus on the following units of study through the lense of
Rigor: Conceptual Understanding, Fluency, and Real World Application:

● Transformations
● Angles/Triangles
● Graphing and Writing Linear Equations
● Systems of Linear Equations & Functions
● Real Numbers/Pythagorean Theorem
● Volume/Similarity
● Data Analysis, Exponents, and Scientific Notation.   

ASSESSMENT: Daily formative assessment from teacher observation, group work, exit tickets,
and homework.  Frequent quizzes, project-based learning, and summative tests.

PREREQUISITES: Completion of Math 6 and Math 7   

ALGEBRA 1

COURSE OVERVIEW:         
Algebra I provides a formal development of the algebraic skills and concepts necessary for
students to succeed in advanced math and science courses.  The instructional program of this
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course provides for the use of algebraic skills in a wide range of problem solving situations and
will guide students in the development of critical thinking skills, algebraic problem solving skills,
and real-world application of mathematics.  The major components of study include:

● Using equations and inequalities to model real-life quantities and manipulating them to
highlight quantities of interest while focusing on underlying structures.

● Understanding the concept of a function, the use of function, the use of function notation,
and the structures of exponential functions and how they compare and contract with
linear functions.

● Understanding and working with quadratic functions through a structural perspective and
in comparison to linear and exponential functions.

The compact nature of this course will require students to be comfortable and proficient
at learning math at an accelerated pace.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
During the Algebra I course, students will focus on the following units of study through the lense
of Rigor: Conceptual Understanding, Fluency, and Real World Application:

● Operations with real numbers
● Systems of linear equations and inequalities
● Relations and functions, polynomials
● Algebraic fractions, and nonlinear functions

ASSESSMENT: Daily formative assessment from teacher observation, group work, exit tickets,
and homework.  Frequent quizzes, project-based learning, and summative tests.

PREREQUISITES:  Successful completion of Math ⅞ OR teacher recommendation based on
standardized test scores, work samples, and placement test.

38



SCIENCE
SCIENCE 6

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Infinity Middle School Science Department seeks to ignite excitement and
passion for the subject of Science in all of our students. Through their three years
of study, our goal is to foster a sense of understanding and application of the
science field in the student’s everyday lives, local community and on a global
scale. To help facilitate this goal emphasis will be put on building relationships
with our students, using relevant technology and combining rigorous, high level
questioning into our everyday classes. With the use of inquiry based instruction
we can help challenge and prepare all students to be able to start forming
questions that can be answered through their own investigations within the
classroom.

Our Science curriculum is driven by a blend of the Colorado Academic
Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards, which allows all
students to be exposed to Earth, Life and Physical Sciences each year. With this
blend, it gives our students the chance to dive deeper into each topic and
requires them to think scientifically, be able to apply their findings to real world
situations and helps provide each student with key tools for understanding and
investigating more complex problems and ideas.

Although no 6th Grade Honors course will be offered, students who are ready
for the challenge will be given the chance to work on higher level extensions
throughout each unit. These extensions will require higher level thinking,
deeper understanding of content & vocabulary and the ability to work at a
greater pace.

UNITS OF STUDY:
Throughout the 6th Grade year we will be exploring the following units:

● Light and Matter
● Thermal Energy
● Weather and Climate
● Plate Tectonics and Rock Cycling
● Natural Disasters
● Cells and Development

ASSESSMENT: Students will be exposed to a variety of assessments
throughout the year. These can include weekly check-ins, quizzes, unit tests,
lab work and lab write ups, projects and “Claim, Lead in, Evidence, Reasoning”
styled responses (CLERs).

PREREQUISITES: No prerequisites required for this course.
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SCIENCE 7

COURSE OVERVIEW:

The Infinity Middle School Science Department seeks to ignite excitement and
passion for the subject of Science in all of our students. Through their three years
of study, we hope to foster a sense of understanding and application of the
science field in the student’s everyday lives, local community and on a global
scale. To help facilitate this goal emphasis will be put on building relationships
with our students, using relevant technology and combining rigorous, high level
questioning into our everyday classes. With the use of inquiry based instruction
we can help challenge and prepare all students to be able to start forming
questions that can be answered through their own investigations within the
classroom.

Our Science curriculum is driven by a blend of the Colorado Academic Standards
and the Next Generation Science Standards which allows all students to be
exposed to Earth, Life and Physical Sciences each year. With this blend, it gives
our students the chance to dive deeper into each topic and requires them to think
scientifically, be able to apply their findings to real world situations and helps
provide each student with key tools for understanding and investigating more
complex problems and ideas.

UNITS OF STUDY:

Throughout the 7th Grade year we will be exploring the following topics:

● Chemical Reactions and Matter
● Chemical Reactions and Energy
● Metabolic Reactions
● Matter Cycling and Photosynthesis
● Ecosystem Dynamics
● Natural Resources and Human Impact

ASSESSMENT: Students will be exposed to a variety of assessment styles
throughout the year. These can include weekly check-ins, quizzes, unit tests, lab
work & lab write ups, projects and “Claim, Lead in, Evidence,
Reasoning” styled responses (CLERs).

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of 6th Grade Science.
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SCIENCE 8

COURSE OVERVIEW:

The Infinity Middle School Science Department seeks to ignite excitement and
passion for the subject of Science in all of our students. Through their three years
of study, we hope to foster a sense of understanding and application of the
science field in the student’s everyday lives, local community and on a global
scale. To help facilitate this goal emphasis will be put on building relationships
with our students, using relevant technology and combining rigorous, high level
questioning into our everyday classes. With the use of inquiry based instruction
we can help challenge and prepare all students to be able to start forming
questions that can be answered through their own investigations within the
classroom.

Our Science curriculum is driven by a blend of the Colorado Academic Standards
and the Next Generation Science Standards which allows all students to be
exposed to Earth, Life and Physical Sciences each year. With this blend, it gives
our students the chance to dive deeper into each topic and requires them to think
scientifically, be able to apply their findings to real world situations and helps
provide each student with key tools for understanding and investigating more
complex problems and ideas.

UNITS OF STUDY:

Throughout the 8th Grade year we will be exploring the following topics:

● Contact Forces
● Sound Waves
● Forces at a Distance
● Earth in Space
● Genetics
● Natural Selection and Common Ancestry

ASSESSMENT: Students will be exposed to a variety of assessment styles
throughout the year. These can include weekly check-ins, quizzes, unit tests, lab
work & lab write ups, projects and “Claim, Lead in,  Evidence, Reasoning” styled
responses (CLERs).

PREREQUISITES: Successful completion of 7th Grade Science.
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ELECTIVES
**All elective course offerings are subject to change**

All Technology courses will be aligned with the National Education Technology Standards
(NETS):

1. Creativity and Innovation - Students demonstrate creative thinking,
construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and
processes using technology.

2. Communication and Collaboration - Students use digital media and
environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a
distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning
of others.

3. Research and Information Fluency - Students
apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use
information.

4. Critical Thinking, Problem-Solving &
Decision-Making

5. Students use critical thinking skills to plan and
conduct research, manage projects, solve
problems and make informed decisions using
appropriate digital tools and resources.

6. Digital Citizenship - Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to
technology and practice legal and ethical behavior.

7. Technology Operations and Concepts - Students demonstrate a
sound understanding of technology concepts, systems and
operations.

STEM | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Quarter

COURSE OVERVIEW:

With a  focus on Technology and Engineering portions of the STEM educational program, this
class dives into the how and the why of technologies around us. Students will have an
opportunity to work within a variety of applications needed for the classroom, complete design
building activities and challenges utilizing the Engineering Design Process, have an introduction
to computer coding and computer aided design software, and explore career pathways in these
areas. In addition, classes will focus on knowledge, skills, and behaviors students need to be
successful at home, in school, in their communities, and at future workplaces.
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UNITS OF STUDY:

Civil Engineering, Electrical engineering, Mechanical engineering

● Digital and Tool Safety  Hand tools:  Screw drivers, hammer, hand drill, hand saw
● Robotics  Choice OZO Bots, Spheros, CUE Bots
● Schoology (This will be the main online tool used for At Home Assignments)
● Cardboard Challenge
● Coding - Hour of Code and Scratch
● Electric circuits
● Circuitry with Makey Makeys / Micro bits
● Aerodynamics - Flight - Airplanes and Rockets
● Bridges or other projects as determined by the class needs

ASSESSMENT: Class Participation, Unit Production Projects Daily Bell work

Robotics Engineering I 7th Grade / 8th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:

With a focus on Technology and Engineering portions of the STEM educational program, this
class dives into using and creating with the technologies around us. Students will have an
opportunity to explore and research a few areas of inventions based on their interest and
knowledge from other classes. They will design and build their own creations from their research
utilizing the Engineering Design Process. They will further build on their computer coding,
computer aided design skills, and engineering design skills and explore career pathways in
these areas. In addition, students will focus on knowledge, skills, and behaviors students need
to be successful at home, in school, in their communities, and at future workplaces. No
prerequisites

They will also investigate robotic designs and how they are used in real life. Students will
examine the various ways robots are programmed to work - color coding, block programming
and remote driving. In addition, classes will focus on knowledge, skills, and behaviors students
need to be successful at home, in school, in their communities, and at future workplaces.

UNITS OF STUDY:

● Cardboard Challenge:  Students design and build something made from recycled
cardboard.

● Limited Woodworking with the use of the following tools  Lathes, Band Saw,  Scroll Saw,
Power drill, Drill press students will create various objects

● CAD Design and Laser Engraving/CNC Mill
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● Solidworks for 3D Printing
● Computer Coding (Scratch/Hour of Code, HTML)
● Block Coding using the following robots:   Edison Robots, Mindstorm robots, VEX (8th

grade only)
● Programming Arduinos
● Building  electric  circuits

ASSESSMENT: Class Participation, Unit Production Projects  Daily Bell work

STEAM Explorations| 7th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:

With a focus on Technology and Engineering portions of the STEAM educational program, this
class dives into using and creating with the technologies around us. Students will have an
opportunity to explore and research a few areas of inventions based on their interest and
knowledge from other classes. They will design and build their own creations from their research
utilizing the Engineering Design Process. They will further build on their computer coding,
computer aided design skills, and engineering design skills and explore career pathways in
these areas. In addition, students will focus on knowledge, skills, and behaviors students need
to be successful at home, in school, in their communities, and at future workplaces. No
prerequisites

UNITS OF STUDY:

·        Legos - EV3 MIndstorms

·        Programming Arduinos and building electrical circuits

·        CMC Mill

·        Laser Engraver

·        Power Tools including :  Lathe, Power Drill, Drill Press, Bandsaw, Scroll saw,

·        Electrical Circuits
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Robotics Engineering II | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

CLASS OVERVIEW:

This class will be an 8th Grade Capstone Project Class - focusing on how an idea becomes a
product and how you can patent your idea. Using basic design and problem-solving skills they
have learned in Engineering I - (either in 7th or 8th Grade) , students will identify a need and
design a project to fill that need. They will digitally model their design in SolidWorks or other
CAD programs and use the software to create production drawings of their product. Then
students will construct a prototype/model of their product using hand tools, power tools, and our
computer-controlled tools including a 3D printer, CNC Mill, and/or Laser Engraver. They will
design and build their own creations from their research utilizing the Engineering Design
Process and explore career pathways in these areas. In addition, students will focus on
knowledge, skills, and behaviors students need to be successful at home, in school, in their
communities, and at future workplaces.

ROBOTICS Students will work primarily with Lego EV3 Mindstorm platform or VEX Robots and
delve deeply into the workings of an automated machine with limited artificial intelligence. They
will refine their computer coding skills using Lego software block programming. In addition,
students will focus on knowledge, skills, and behaviors students need to be successful at home,
in their communities, and at future workplaces.

Prerequisite - 7th Engineering Technology/RoboticsI or 8th Engineering Technology / Robotics I

ASSESSMENT: Class Participation, Unit Production Projects Daily Bell work

Digital Multimedia Courses

Tech Digital / Multimedia Exploratory | 6th Grade
LENGTH: Quarter

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Digital Tech and Multimedia Exploratory is designed to provide students with the

foundational literacies of Digital Media and Technology. Students will be able to explore topics
relating to comics and manga, digital music mixing, film and animation, video game design and
programming, and augmented or virtual realities (AR / VR). Students will also have the
opportunity to learn about and discuss their personal responsibilities as a media creator in the
digital world and compete in various competitions with their multimedia work.
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UNITS OF STUDY:
● Digital Media Citizenship
● Intro to Digital Media Literacy
● Visual Literacy (memes, comics, manga, photojournalism)
● Audio Literacy (music mixing and podcasting)
● Multimedia Literacy (film and animation)
● Interactive Media Literacy (video games)

ASSESSMENT: Colorado Essential Skills, ISTE Student Standards, STARS Behavior points,
Unit Production Projects

Tech Digital / Multimedia Production | 7th Grade
LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Tech Digital / Multimedia Production class provides students with opportunities to

create various forms of digital media using multimedia technology. Students will explore various
topics relating to digital music mixing, film and animation, and video game design. Students will
also have the opportunity to learn about and discuss their personal responsibilities as a media
creator in the digital world and compete in various competitions with their multimedia work.

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Digital Media Citizenship
● Intro to Digital Literacy
● Digital Media Technology and Equipment Usage
● Visual Literacy (memes, comics, manga, photojournalism)
● Audio Literacy (music mixing and podcasting)
● Multimedia Literacy (film and animation)
● Interactive Media Literacy (video games)

ASSESSMENT: Colorado Essential Skills, ISTE Student Standards, STARS Behavior points,
Unit Production Projects

Journalism and Broadcasting - Viper News | 7th & 8th Grade
LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Viper News class is designed to provide students with practical skills and

experience with broadcast journalism, entertainment and informational media, and video
production. Students are expected to fulfill their role responsibilities and develop the skills
necessary to produce a regular broadcast for the school. We will cover topics such as
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investigative journalism, interviewing, public speaking, and the video production process
(including scriptwriting, video production, and video editing). Students will also have the
opportunity to learn about and discuss their personal responsibilities as a media creator in the
digital world and compete in various competitions with their work.

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Journalism Ethics
● Digital Media Citizenship
● Storytelling / Storyboarding
● Public Speaking
● Video Production Process
● Camera and Broadcasting Equipment Usage
● Filming & Editing Techniques (WeVideo / Adobe Premiere)
● Broadcast / Live Production

ASSESSMENT: Colorado Essential Skills, ISTE Student Standards, STARS Behavior points,
Broadcast Contribution, Investigative Journalism Projects

PREREQUISITES: None

Tech Video Production | 8th Grade
LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Tech Video Production class is for students who are passionate about filmmaking,

advanced animation, or video production for social media. Students will learn about and practice
the video production process from pre-production (screenwriting and storyboarding), production
(filming and animation), and post-production (editing and special effects). This course is
designed to give students the skills and knowledge necessary to develop professional video
content. This course will provide students with the opportunity to create videos for school
presentations/projects, film festivals and competitions, and entertainment. Students will also
have the opportunity to learn about and discuss their personal responsibilities as a media
creator in the digital world and compete in various competitions with their work.

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Digital Media Citizenship
● Genres and Styles of Video Media
● The Filmmaking Industry
● The Influencer Industry
● Video Production Process

ASSESSMENT: Colorado Essential Skills, ISTE Student Standards, STARs Behavior points,
Video Production Process, Unit Production Projects
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Video Game Design | 8th Grade
LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The Video Game Design class is for students who are passionate about video game

design. Video Game Design will provide students with the opportunity to design, program, and
create fully functional video games. The course will introduce basic programming and design
skills that are essential to developing a video game. Students will also examine the roles of
character, setting, and conflict in games, and how these are used to create engaging games.
This course is designed to give students the skills and knowledge necessary to develop
professional video games. Students will also have the opportunity to learn about and discuss
their personal responsibilities as a media creator in the digital world and compete in various
competitions (Game Jams) with their work.

UNITS OF STUDY:
● Digital Media Citizenship
● Genres and Styles of Video Games
● The Video Game Industry
● Video Game Production Process

ASSESSMENT: Colorado Essential Skills, ISTE Student Standards, STARs Behavior points,
Video Game Production Process, Unit Production Projects

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)

AVID is a college preparatory class targeted at students who are on the pathway to
college. These students may be first-generation college students in the family, but are in the
academic middle. It is the AVID mission to close the achievement and opportunity gap by
preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society. Enrollment in this
elective for 7th and 8th grade is through selection after an application and interview process
conducted by the AVID site team.

The successful AVID student is willing to work hard, has a personal stake in his/her
success, and is capable of completing a rigorous curriculum, but is falling short of individual
success/potential. This course focuses on WICOR (writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization
and reading) strategies to prepare students for college and the skills to access advanced
placement and honors classes in high school and build their educational capacity and critical
thinking skills.
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6th Grade AVID:
Many of IMS’s 6th grade students will experience a quarter of AVID. The intention of this

exposure is to teach effective AVID skills within Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and
Reading (WICOR). If students find AVID helpful, they are encouraged to apply for the year long
course in 7th and 8th grade.

7th and 8th Grade AVID:
Students are expected to write Cornell notes and other types of focused notes in all

classes, as well as participate in 60 minutes or more of homework each night, maintain their
agendas and class materials, follow weekly and monthly schedule plans, and participate in class
tutorials. To support them in rigorous coursework, AVID students learn organizational and study
skills, develop critical thinking, learn to ask probing questions, receive academic help from peers
and AVID tutors, and participate in enrichment and motivational activities to make their college
dreams a reality.

Prerequisites:
● Application & Interview Process
● Strong desire to excel
● Positive citizenship
● Excellent attendance
● Teacher recommendation

Music 6 | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Quarter long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Students in this quarter-long elective will make music in both instrumental and vocal ensembles.
Students will be given opportunities to try out instruments from both band and orchestra and see
how it feels to make music in a large ensemble. This class is open to everyone, and no previous
music experience is necessary. All musical instruments are provided by the school.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will work on fundamental tone production, establishing a group pulse, and basic rhythms.
We will perform exercises and music in the keys F, Bb, Eb, and Ab with appropriate ranges for
each instrument.

ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests and occasional written tests.  There will be opportunities
for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: None
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Band 6 | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Band 6 is a one-year course for students who want to learn to play a woodwind, brass, or
percussion instrument, but have little or no experience.  All instruments must be purchased or
rented at a music store.  Class expectations include regular home practice, daily class
participation, and attendance at two evening concerts through the school year.  We will focus on
the development of skills necessary to become independent as a musician, including
note-reading, aural skills, rhythmic patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent to Western music.
The importance of sustained group and individual effort is stressed.  A progression of
fundamental and technical proficiency is expected.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will work on fundamental tone production, establishing a group pulse, and basic rhythms.
We will perform exercises and music in the keys F, Bb, Eb, and Ab with appropriate ranges for
each instrument.

ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests and occasional written tests.  There will be opportunities
for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: None

Band 7 | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Band 7 is a one-year course for students who want to continue learning how to play a
woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument, and are continuing in the program.  Class
expectations include regular home practice, daily class participation, and attendance at
performances through the school year.  We will focus on the development of skills necessary to
become independent as a musician, including note-reading, aural skills, rhythmic patterns,
intonation, and tonality inherent to Western music.  The importance of sustained group and
individual effort is stressed.  A progression of fundamental and technical proficiency is expected.
Students must have the signature of the teacher to sign up for this class.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will review the concepts taught in Band 6.  Then, we will begin to add 16th notes and triplets,
triple meters, cut time, and perform music in the keys of F, Bb, Eb, Ab, C, G, and D with
appropriate ranges for each instrument.
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ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests and occasional written tests.  There will be opportunities
for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: Participation in Band 6 or Teacher Recommendation, prior experience
preferred but not required.

Band 8 | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Band 8 is a one-year course for students with one or more years of experience on a woodwind,
brass, or percussion Instrument.  Class expectations include regular home practice, daily class
participation, and attendance of performances throughout the school year.  We will focus on the
development of skills necessary to become independent as a musician, including note-reading,
aural skills, rhythmic patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent to Western music.  The
importance of sustained group and individual effort is stressed.  A progression of fundamental
and technical proficiency is expected.  Students must have the signature of the teacher to sign
up for this class.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will review the concepts taught in Band 7 and we will perform music in the keys of F, Bb, Eb,
Ab, C, G, and D with appropriate ranges for each instrument.

ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests, occasional written tests, and weekly practice.  There will
be opportunities for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES FOR THE CLASS: Participation in Band 7 or Teacher Recommendation,
prior experience preferred but not required.

Orchestra 6 | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Orchestra 6 is a one-year course for students who want to learn to play the violin, viola, cello, or
bass.   Class expectations include regular home practice, daily class participation, and
attendance at performances through the school year.  We will focus on the development of skills
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necessary to become independent as a musician, including note-reading, aural skills, rhythmic
patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent to Western string music.  The importance of sustained
group and individual effort is stressed.  A progression of fundamental and technical proficiency
is expected.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will work on establishing a group pulse, right and left hand technique, tone production, basic
rhythms.  We will also perform exercises and music in the keys of D, G, and C with appropriate
ranges for each instrument.

ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests and occasional written tests.  There will be opportunities
for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: None

Orchestra 7 | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Orchestra 7 is a one-year course designed for the student who has at least one year of previous
experience on a string instrument.  It includes further development of those skills necessary to
become independent as a musician. Class expectations include regular home practice, daily
class participation, and attendance at performances throughout the school year. This course
emphasizes the place of string music in the Western musical heritage.  It concentrates on the
development of style, articulation, dynamics, rhythmic ability, and tone inherent to string music
performance.  The importance of sustained group and individual effort is stressed.  A
progression of technical proficiency is expected and emphasis will be placed on having a variety
of performing experiences.  Students must have the signature of the teacher to sign up for this
class.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will review the concepts taught in Orchestra 6.  Then, we will begin to add 16th notes and
triplets, triple meters, cut time, and perform music in the keys of D, G, C, A, F, and Bb with
appropriate ranges for each instrument.

ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests, occasional written tests, and weekly practice.  There will
be opportunities for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES:Participation in Orchestra 6 or Teacher Recommendation, prior experience
preferred but not required.
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Orchestra 8 | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Orchestra 8 is a one-year course designed for the student who has two or more years of
previous experience on a string instrument.  It includes further development of those skills
necessary to become independent as a musician. Class expectations include regular home
practice, daily class participation, and attendance of performances throughout the school year.
This course emphasizes the place of string music in the Western musical heritage.  It
concentrates on the development of style, articulation, dynamics, rhythmic ability, and tone
inherent to string music performance.  The importance of sustained group and individual effort is
stressed.  A progression of technical proficiency is expected and emphasis will be placed on
having a variety of performing experiences.  Students must have the signature of the teacher to
sign up for this class.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will review the concepts taught in Orchestra 7 and we will perform music in the keys of F,
Bb, C, G, D, and A with appropriate ranges for each instrument.

ASSESSMENT: Weekly playing tests and occasional written tests.  There will be opportunities
for improvement as needed. Weekly Practice.

PREREQUISITES: Participation in Orchestra 7 or Teacher Recommendation, prior experience
preferred but not required.

Choir 6 | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Choir 6 is a beginning level, one-year class available for all students who want to develop their
singing voices in an ensemble setting, but have little to no experience. Class expectations
include regular at-home practice, daily class participation, and attendance at all required
performances including those that occur outside of normal school hours (traditionally in the
evenings). We will focus on the development of skills necessary to become independent as a
musician including note-reading, aural skills, rhythmic patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent
to Western music. The importance of sustained group and individual effort is stressed. A
progression of fundamental and technical proficiency is expected.

CONTENT/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will work on the fundamentals of music-reading including note-identification and beginning
rhythmic studies, healthy vocal production that focuses on breathing and posture, aural skills
that involve active listening, and ensemble skills such as a steady group pulse and the
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identification of unified sound.

ASSESSMENT: In addition to expected participation and performances, there will be
rehearsal/practice assessments. There will be opportunities for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: None

Choir 7 | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Choir 7 is an intermediate level, one-year class available for students who want to continue to
develop their singing voices in an ensemble setting with opportunities of solo singing. This class
is a progression of what was covered in Choir I. Class expectations include regular at-home
practice, daily class participation, and attendance at all required performances including those
that occur outside of normal school hours (traditionally in the evenings). We will focus on the
continued development of skills necessary to become independent as a musician including
note-reading, aural skills, rhythmic patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent to Western music.
The importance of sustained group and individual effort is stressed. A progression of
fundamental and technical proficiency is expected. Students must have the signature of the
teacher to sign-up for this class.

CONTENT/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will review content covered in Choir 6. In Choir 7, we will build on the fundamentals of
music-reading including note relationships and intermediate rhythmic studies, continue to foster
healthy vocal production that focuses on breathing and posture, aural skills that involves active
listening, and ensemble skills relating to multi-part music.

ASSESSMENT: In addition to expected participation and performances, there will be
rehearsal/practice assessments. There will be opportunities for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: Participation in Choir 6 or teacher recommendation. New choir members
welcomed upon teacher approval; prior experience preferred, but not required.

Choir 8 | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Choir 8 is an advanced level, one-year class available for students who want to continue to
develop their singing voices in a solo and ensemble setting. This class is a progression of what
was covered in Choir 7. Class expectations include regular at-home practice, daily class
participation, and attendance at all required performances including those that occur outside of
normal school hours (traditionally in the evenings). We will focus on the continued development
of skills necessary to become independent as a musician including note-reading, aural skills,
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rhythmic patterns, intonation, and tonality inherent to Western music. The importance of
sustained group and individual effort is stressed. A progression of fundamental and technical
proficiency is expected. Students must have the signature of the teacher to sign-up for this
class.

CONTENT/UNITS OF STUDY:
We will review content covered in Choir 7. In Choir 8, we will build on the fundamentals of
music-reading including note relationships and advanced rhythmic studies, continue to foster
healthy vocal production that focuses on breathing and posture, aural skills that involves active
listening, and ensemble skills relating to multi-part music.

ASSESSMENT: In addition to expected participation and performances, there will be
rehearsal/practice assessments. There will be opportunities for improvement as needed.

PREREQUISITES: Participation in Choir 7 or teacher recommendation. New choir members
welcomed upon teacher approval; prior experience preferred, but not required.

THEATER ARTS 6 | 6th Grade

Length: Quarter Long

Course Overview: This is a quarter long class where students will begin the quarter with
getting-to-know-you activities, vocabulary, and stage positioning. Our focus then moves onto the
basics of theater where we explore what theater is and why it is a crucial portion of their
education. We will dive into topics such as ensemble, movement and space, environment,
character development, objectives and tactics, concentration, and voice for the first half of the
quarter. For the second half of the quarter we will read a play and do scenes from that play.

Contents/Units of Study:

● Theater Vocabulary
● Stage Positioning
● Ensemble
● Pantomime
● Environment
● Character Development
● Objective and Tactic
● Voice
● Play Study

Assessments: Daily Warm Ups, Daily Drama Journal Entries, Performances, Vocabulary Tests

Prerequisites: No prerequisites required.
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THEATER ARTS 7 | 7th Grade

Length: Semester Long

Course Overview: This is a semester long class where students will begin the semester with
getting-to-know-you activities, vocabulary, and stage positioning. Our focus then moves onto the
basics of improv. We move onto how to create their own scenes as well as discover
monologues, and then self-directed scenes. For the second half of the semester we will read a
play and do scenes from that play as well as dabble in musical theater.

Contents/Units of Study:

● Theater Vocabulary
● Stage Positioning
● Improv
● Monologues
● Class Play Study
● Musical Theater

Assessments: Daily Warm Ups, Daily Drama Journal Entries, Performances, Vocabulary Tests

Prerequisites: 6th grade Theater Arts preferred, not required.

THEATER ARTS 8 | 8th Grade

Length: Semester Long

Course Overview: This is a semester long class where students will begin the semester with
getting-to-know-you activities, vocabulary, and stage positioning. Our focus then moves onto the
elements of comedy, vocal usage, and our class play study. We move onto to cultural
monologues and murder mysteries after that to wrap up the semester.

Contents/Units of Study:

● Theater Vocabulary
● Stage Positioning
● Elements of Comedy
● Vocal Unit
● Cultural Monologue
● Class Play Study
● Murder Mysteries

Assessments: Daily Warm Ups, Daily Drama Journal Entries, Performances, Vocabulary Tests

Prerequisites: 7th grade Theater Arts preferred, not required.
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THEATRE PRODUCTION 8 - Advance Theater Arts | 8th Grade

Length: Year Long

Course Overview: This is a yearlong class where students will begin the year with
getting-to-know-you activities, vocabulary, and stage positioning. Our focus then moves onto
playwriting, our tech theater units, auto-monologues, Suzuki movement training, and creating
our own productions in class.

Contents/Units of Study:

● Theater Vocabulary
● Stage Positioning
● Playwriting (Radios Plays)
● Tech Theater Units
● Suzuki Movement
● Original Class Productions

Assessments: Daily Warm Ups, Daily Drama Journal Entries, Performances, Vocabulary Tests

Prerequisites: 6th and 7th grade Theater Arts required as well as teacher’s initials.

Physical Education | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Quarter

COURSE OVERVIEW:
This course provides an introduction to fitness components using a variety of sport skills and
cooperative strategies. Personal and social responsibility through physical activity settings is a
staple throughout the course. Students expend their energy in challenging games and seek to
understand the fundamentals of being an active individual so that they might value physical
activity for the rest of their lives. A variety of individual and team games will be covered as well
as individual fitness. Through regular participation in physical activity, students will have the
opportunity to develop a pattern of life-enhancing and self-rewarding experiences that contribute
to their potential to be healthier members of society. Students should be challenged to
participate daily in healthy choices and health enhancing activities and behaviors.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
Badminton
Soccer
Volleyball
Basketball
Softball
Floor Hockey
Flickerball
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ASSESSMENT: Daily warm-up, Unit participation, Fitness growth and Skills testing.

PREREQUISITES: None for this course, however students will be required to purchase a PE
Uniform.

Physical Education | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
This course provides an introduction to fitness components using a variety of sport skills and
cooperative strategies. Personal and social responsibility through physical activity settings is a
staple throughout the course. Students expend their energy in challenging games and seek to
understand the fundamentals of being an active individual so that they might value physical
activity for the rest of their lives. A variety of individual and team games will be covered as well
as individual fitness. Through regular participation in physical activity, students will have the
opportunity to develop a pattern of life-enhancing and self-rewarding experiences that contribute
to their potential to be healthier members of society. Students should be challenged to
participate daily in healthy choices and health enhancing activities and behaviors.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
• Badminton
• Pickleball
• Soccer
• Volleyball
• Basketball
• Softball
• Floor Hockey
• Flag Football

ASSESSMENT: Daily warm-up, Unit participation, Fitness growth and Skills testing.

PREREQUISITES: None for this course, however students will be required to purchase a PE
Uniform.

Physical Education | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
This course provides an introduction to fitness components using a variety of sport skills and
cooperative strategies. Personal and social responsibility through physical activity settings is a
staple throughout the course. Students expend their energy in challenging games and seek to
understand the fundamentals of being an active individual so that they might value physical
activity for the rest of their lives. A variety of individual and team games will be covered as well
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as individual fitness. Through regular participation in physical activity, students will have the
opportunity to develop a pattern of life-enhancing and self-rewarding experiences that contribute
to their potential to be healthier members of society. Students should be challenged to
participate daily in healthy choices and health enhancing activities and behaviors.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
• Badminton
• Pickleball
• Soccer
• Volleyball
• Basketball
• Softball
• Floor Hockey
• Flag Football

ASSESSMENT: Daily warm-up, Unit participation, Fitness growth and Skills testing.

PREREQUISITES: None for this course, however students will be required to purchase a PE
Uniform.

Health | 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade
LENGTH: 6th Grade - Quarter; 7th & 8th Grade - Semester

Health for 6th, 7th and 8th
The focus of Health for all grade levels is on the principles of Physical and Personal Wellness,
Social and Emotional Wellness, and Prevention and Risk Management.

Students will engage in many health-related topics including nutrition, stress management,
healthy relationships, conflict resolution, human growth and development, substance abuse,
and safety training. Students will also practice skills including goal setting, communication,
effective refusal, esteem building, resiliency, accessing and utilizing resources, decision-making,
problem-solving, and analysis.
Course design is rooted in the Colorado State Standards and Grade Level Expectations.

In 6th grade Health students will:
Apply knowledge and skills to engage in lifelong healthy eating habits. Analyze how positive
health behaviors can benefit people throughout their lifespan. Utilize knowledge and skills to
enhance mental, emotional, and social well-being. Apply effective verbal and non-verbal
communication skills to enhance their health and relationships.
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In 7th grade Health students will:
Apply personal safety knowledge and skills to prevent and treat injury. Analyze factors that
influence healthy eating behaviors.Demonstrate knowledge and skills necessary to make
personal decisions that promote healthy relationships.Develop healthy self-management skills
to prevent and manage stress.Apply knowledge and skills to make health-enhancing decisions
regarding the use of marijuana, illegal drugs, prescription drugs, alcohol, and
nicotine.Demonstrate self-management skills to reduce physical and emotional violence and
actively participate in violence prevention.

In 8th grade Health students will:
Demonstrate the ability to make healthy food choices in a variety of settings. Describe the
physical, emotional, mental, and social benefits of sexual abstinence, and develop strategies to
resist pressures to become sexually active. Analyze how certain behaviors place one at greater
risk for health-threatening issues and situations. Demonstrate decision-making skills to be
drug-free. Apply knowledge and skills related to health promotion, disease prevention, and
health maintenance. Access valid and reliable school and community resources to help with
mental and emotional health concerns. Analyze influences that impact individuals' health-related
decisions.

Introduction to Art Design Studio | 6th Grade
LENGTH: Quarter
COURSE OVERVIEW:
Do you imagine working out of your own art studio to create art you love? Join us as we practice
thinking and behaving as a studio artist, exploring a variety of materials and techniques to
create personal artworks. In this course student artists will be introduced to a variety of two and
three-dimensional media throughout the quarter. Art Studio Habits of Mind will guide this
exploration: Artists- Stretch and Explore, Engage and Persist, Observe, Develop Craft, Express
Ideas and Feelings, Envision, Reflect (with writing and speaking) and Understand the Art World.
Student artists will respond to daily warm-up learning challenges and use a personal
sketchbook journal as evidence of their learning.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Drawing Techniques
● Sculptural Explorations with Recycled Materials
● Painting and Color Theory
● Clay Investigations
● Fibers & Weaving

ASSESSMENT: Daily Warm-ups, Art Studio Habits of Mind, Skill-Builders, Unit Projects

PREREQUISITES: None
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Introduction to Graphic Design/ Illustration | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Quarter

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Do you love making art and working on the computer? This course will introduce you to the art
career field of graphic design and illustration. We will learn computer and internet safety, how to
navigate computer applications for graphics, the process of working with client needs and
presenting various design solutions. Students will use Adobe creative software and free
web-based applications, to explore how designers and illustrators find beauty in limitations. As
they work towards the goal of communicating a message, students will consider aesthetics
(what is visually pleasing) and functionality (client needs). This course is an introduction to the
basics of 2-D composition, the design process, and illustration as visual storytelling.

This course prepares students for 7th grade Graphic Design and Illustration (a Career and
Technical Education, CTE, course)

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:

● Intro to Tech Tools
● Logo Design
● Intro to Illustration
● Design Challenge
● Design & Illustration Portfolio

ASSESSMENT: Daily Warm-ups,  Design Skill-Builders, Unit Projects

PREREQUISITES: None

Art Design Studio | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Do you love making art? Can you imagine working in your own art studio to create artwork you
love? Join us as we investigate a variety of two and three-dimensional media including: drawing,
collage, painting, sculpture and clay. Student artists will respond to daily art warm-up
challenges, study art history and practice using a sketchbook as a tool for idea development. At
the end of the semester student artists will select an artwork they have created and write an
accompanying artist statement, for display in an art show.
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CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Artists Observe
● Artists Solve Problems
● Artists Collaborate
● Artists Take a Stand
● Artists Communicate

ASSESSMENT: Daily Warm-ups, Art Studio Habits of Mind, Skill-Builders, Unit Projects

PREREQUISITES: None

Graphic Design/ Illustration I | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:

Would you like to learn how to use your creative skills to explore graphics and illustrations for a
creative career? This Career and Technical Education (CTE) course will explore creative
careers and teach you how to navigate computer applications, use tech etiquette, practice
internet safety, and explore the foundations of graphics and illustration. You will create work for
real-world clients using Adobe creative software and free, web-based applications. You will
engage in the design process: defining the problem/challenge/client need, learning, generating
ideas, planning/developing a design or illustration and then implementing these ideas to
communicate a message visually!

You will begin to explore photography in this course, as preparation for 8th grade Digital
Photography.

This course will prepare you for further study and careers in design and illustration but is
beneficial for anyone seeking to develop the Essential skills that will make them creative
thinkers and leaders in their community.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Graphics Tech Tools
● Brand Identity
● DTIYOS - Illustration
● Powerful Poster Design
● Fortune Cookie Illustration
● Album Cover Design
● Illustration for Animation
● Graphic Design & Illustration Portfolio
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ASSESSMENT: Daily Warm-ups, Skill-Builders, Unit Projects

PREREQUISITES: None

Art 8 - Studio Art | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
Do you imagine what it would be like to work out of your own art studio to create personal
artwork for gallery or public display? Do you have a passion for art making and love the idea of
working independently to create a personal collection of art show pieces? If so, this course is for
you? Student artists/studio artists will identify areas of focus research, then propose and create
a body of artwork around concepts of personal interest. As a component of this inquiry, students
will study art history, develop an artist presentation, maintain a personal sketchbook journal as
evidence of this research, and create a body of artwork. Student artists will present their
research and art projects to the community at the end of the semester.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Research proposal
● Art History Research
● Artist Presentation
● Personal Sketchbook Journal
● Capstone Project- Creation of a personal body of artwork
● Presentation/Art Exhibition

ASSESSMENT: Daily Warm-ups, Art Studio Habits of Mind, Art Technical Skill-Builders,
Research Project, Artist Presentation, Capstone Project, Presentation of Personal Artwork

PREREQUISITES: None

Photography | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Semester

COURSE OVERVIEW:
In this Career and Technical Education (CTE) course you will learn business, design and
technical skills for producing fine art and commercial photography.

You will explore art and design applications for photography, compositional fundamentals as
well as how a camera works. Investigate a variety of photographic techniques and ways to
manipulate images using computer software (Adobe Creative Cloud and free web-based
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applications). Throughout the course, you will have the opportunity to examine the creative and
artistic side of digital photography and learn about influential artists who have contributed
greatly to the advancement of art and photography. Additionally you will explore how
photography is used for business, advertising and design.

This course prepares you for further study and careers in photography but is beneficial for
anyone seeking to develop the Essential skills that will make them creative thinkers and leaders
in their community.

This course prepares students for high school digital photography.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:

● Tech tools
● Composition
● Manual Cameras (DSLR)
● Photo &  Design- Zine
● Surrealist Photo
● Photography & Film
● Creative Careers
● Portfolio Capstone

ASSESSMENT: Daily Warm-ups, , Photography Skill-Builders, Unit Projects/Digital Photography
Portfolio

PREREQUISITES: None

Language Programs at Infinity

The philosophy behind the Infinity Middle School World Languages Program is that all students
should have the opportunity and skills to learn a non-native language. Language is more than
just a set of discrete skills or vocabulary; it is a pathway for communication. Infinity students will
not only speak, read, and write in Spanish, they will also reflect on the cognitive processes that
helped them learn to do so. Language is a universal, systematic means of communication, and
the process of learning a non-native language gives students an experience that will enrich their
overall academic program.

Why learn a non-native language?
● Learning a language can help break down stereotypes and broaden a student’s ability to

understand and interact with people from diverse cultures and backgrounds.
● Learning a new language helps students empathize with the difficult processes involved

in language acquisition, which helps promote positive, informed, reflective relationships.
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● Learning a new language gives students relevant, real-world experiences with the
intellectual struggle of making meaning that they will confront in future academic study.
Reflecting on this struggle, and identifying the intellectual (cognitive) processes that
facilitate understanding in this endeavor, will help students more confidently confront
future learning.

● Speaking and understanding a non-native language can help facilitate understanding
between students by providing them with a common experience. It can help students to
see the common traits of language as a means of communication, and appreciate the
complexity behind language systems.

● Understanding another language can help students learn about the cultural universals
that underline world societies, which will help them in comparative studies of these
norms and universals as they encounter them in greater depth and sophistication during
academic study.

Content Standards:
1. Students communicate in another language while demonstrating literacy in all four

essential skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
2. Students acquire and use knowledge of other cultures while developing language skills.

Spanish Introduction | 6th Grade

LENGTH: Quarter

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The sixth grade Spanish course will focus on broadening our students’ understanding of how a
language is learned through fun games and activities. The primary objective of this quarter long
class is capitalizing on our students’ excitement and confidence in learning a non-native
language. This course is designed for students who do not speak Spanish.
This year’s curriculum is designed to:

● Build confidence in listening, speaking, reading and writing in a non-native language.
● Deepen students’ understanding of language through comparative analysis with native

language(s).
● Prepare students to continue their language study in seventh grade.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Basic vocabulary and language skills in Spanish
● Basic Spanish grammar

ASSESSMENT: Various check-ins for understanding, participation and Language Acquisition
Growth

PREREQUISITES: None
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Spanish A | 7th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
The seventh grade Spanish course will focus on broadening our students’ understanding about
how culture is reflected and expressed through language. The primary objective of this year is
capitalizing on our students’ excitement and confidence in learning a non-native language and
learning through fun games and activities. The class will emphasize communication in Spanish
through listening, reading, writing and speaking. This course is a yearlong class designed to be
the equivalent of first semester of high school Spanish 1.
This year’s curriculum is designed to:

● Build confidence in listening, reading, writing and speaking a non-native language while
engaging in basic conversations.

● Introduce students to the rich and diverse cultures that use the language.
● Deepen students’ understanding of language through comparative analysis with native

language(s).
● Prepare students to continue their language study in eighth grade Spanish B.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Vocabulary and language skills in Spanish
● Intermediate Spanish grammar
● Hispanic cultures

ASSESSMENT: Various check-ins for understanding, participation and Language Acquisition
Growth

PREREQUISITES: Introduction to Spanish is preferred, but not required.

Spanish B | 8th Grade

LENGTH: Year long

COURSE OVERVIEW:
This eighth grade Spanish course will focus on broadening our students’ understanding about
how culture is reflected and expressed through language. The primary objective of this year is
capitalizing on our students’ excitement and confidence in learning a non-native language while
preparing them for Spanish World Language in High School. The class will emphasize
communication in Spanish through listening, reading, writing, speaking, and learning through
fun games and activities. This course is a yearlong class designed to be the equivalent of
second semester of high school Spanish 1.
This year’s curriculum is designed to:
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● Give students authentic experiences in listening, reading, writing and speaking a
non-native language.

● Introduce students to more complex, sophisticated materials
● Help students reflect upon the processes that they employ most effectively with regard to

language acquisition.
● Prepare students to continue their language study in High School.

CONTENTS/UNITS OF STUDY:
● Vocabulary and language skills in Spanish
● Spanish grammar
● Spanish speaking cultures around the world

ASSESSMENT: Various check-ins for understanding, participation and Language Acquisition
Growth

PREREQUISITES: Students must have passed Spanish A in 7th grade or have teacher
recommendation.

Introduction to World Languages - 6th Grade

Length: Quarter
Course Overview: This 6th grade elective class is an exploration of languages
and cultures around the world. The goal is to inspire students to further their
language education in middle school and beyond. Students will learn about new
perspectives and cultures, and make meaningful connections to their core
classes. Students will investigate how we naturally learn language, how language
differs from region to region, and finally, they will be introduced to what it is like to
study and learn another language.

This course is an exploration of languages around the world where students will
experience a sampling of a variety of languages and cultures, allowing them to
make individual connections to our diverse world in a meaningful way.

Colorado World Language Standards:
- Culture: Interact with cultural competence and understanding.
- Connections: Connect with other disciplines and acquire information and
diverse perspectives in order to use the language to function in academic and
career-related situations.
- Comparisons: Develop insight into the nature of language and culture in order
to interact with cultural competence.
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Content/Units of Study:
- English or Hindi
- German
- Arabic
- Swahili
- Chinese or Japanese
- French
-Portuguese
-Russian
-Navajo/Dine
-Lakota or Dakota
- Spanish or Latin
- Final Interest Project

Assessment: Various check-ins for understanding, participation and Language
Acquisition Growth
Prerequisites: None required
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After-School Activities
At the end of the school day students may choose to stay and participate in a variety

of clubs, grade level activities, or competitive athletics. We encourage students to take
advantage of these enrichment activities. Students who compliment their academic day with
extracurricular experiences enjoy school more and make stronger connections with both
peers and teachers.

●   Athletics—Our athletic program will encourage participation and emphasize teamwork
and sportsmanship. No previous experience is needed, and skills will be taught to
athletes with varying ability levels. Physicals are not required. Transportation after
meets, matches, and games is not provided, and there is a registration fee.
Scholarships are available. Track, basketball, girls’ volleyball, and wrestling will be
offered to all interested students.

● Activities—We will offer a variety of extracurricular clubs and activities. These may
include art club, science club, drama, math leagues, spelling bee club, geography bee
club, instrumental and vocal music groups, student council, yearbook, and Destination
Imagination, National Junior Honor Society, Principal’s Leadership Council.
Announcements convey when clubs are held and how to join. Some activities do
involve an additional fee to cover the cost of materials. Scholarships are available.

● Academic Intramurals— Students may make appointments to meet with teachers
before or after school. Students are encouraged to ask questions, work on homework,
and make up missing work.

●  Late Bus Shuttle is available every day after school for students, except on Friday. The
late bus shuttle will leave one hour after the regular dismissal day. There are no
activities on Friday.

● Due to limited supervision, students are not permitted to remain at school beyond the
time of late bus shuttle pick-up. Please make arrangements, to ensure your child is
picked up by that time. Additionally, please do not permit your student to arrive prior to
8:30 a.m. as we will not be able to allow students into the building for supervision prior
to that time.
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COLLEGE PREPARATION
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

“How can you help your child succeed?”

● Hold high expectations and live by the adage, “It isn’t what you expect, it is what you
inspect that gets results.”

● Let your child know that you expect his/her personal best at all times.
● Make it clear that you value education.
● Make good work habits the rule.
● Provide time and space for your child to do his/her best work. Help him/her learn to

organize and prioritize work. Set a good example yourself!
● Work with the school and with your student’s teachers. Don’t hesitate to call or make an

appointment to see a teacher or administrator. Solving a problem as soon as it occurs
can save a lot of grief later.

● Sometimes people think that they don’t have to live by the rules they don’t like. That is a
dangerous policy. Students need to respect school rules and benefit from knowing how
to work within the system to create change.

● “Trial and Error” is an excellent teacher! Early adolescents need to understand that their
actions have consequences both positive and negative. Don’t rescue your child.

● Stay involved in your child’s life.
● Middle school students can be non-communicative. You may need to ask leading

questions to find out anything at all! But if you are willing to listen, you’ll learn more. Be a
good listener-and a patient one.

● Volunteer at school! Research shows that students whose parents volunteer do better
than those whose parents don’t.
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Cherry Creek School District Graduation

Requirements/ Recommendations

● The Cherry Creek School District encourages students to pursue a course of rigorous
academic study.

● Twenty-two units are required for graduation.
● Twenty-two units will consist of a minimum of 16.5 Core Units (core subjects) and 5.5

elective units. (One unit of credit is one course taken over a full year.)
● Students must demonstrate proficiency in English and Math through the ACT, SAT, or AP

classes

● Students have capstone expectations built into their courses that they must complete

Graduation Requirements for Cherry Creek School

District High Schools

Courses Units

English 4.0

Mathematics 3.0

Science 3.0

Social Studies
(must include 1 unit of U.S. History and .5 of
Government)

3.0

Physical Education & Health 1.5/0.5 (2.0 total)

Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education 1.5

Minimum total of required units 16.5

Minimum of total elective units 5.5

Minimum total requirements to graduate 22.0
● The above high school graduation requirements are recommended courses of study and

general indicators for admission to colleges and universities, whether public or private,
with varying selectivity.

● To learn the requirements for specific colleges or universities, see the schools’ websites
or catalogs.

● Students interested in playing sports in college must register for either the NCAA or
NAIA Eligibility Center (depending on the college they wish to attend).
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ICAP & Career & Academic Plans (ICAP)

Each of our students will build their ICAP throughout their time in middle school, as well
as high school. ICAP is an individualized plan that is developed by students and their parents or
guardians, in collaboration with school counselors and educators. The ICAP will help students:

●        Establish personalized academic and career goals
●        Explore postsecondary career and educational opportunities
●        Align course work and curriculum
●        Apply to postsecondary institutions
●        Secure financial aid, and ultimately,
●        Enter the workforce or school

ICAP Quality Indicators

The following are areas that students should explore, experience and use to apply their
knowledge, skills, aptitudes, abilities, and awareness to be career and college ready.
Self-Awareness - Understand how unique interests, talents and aspirations play a role in
decision-making and interpersonal relationships and how individual thoughts and feelings get
students excited about life and learning.
Career-Awareness - Know the difference between jobs occupations and career. Articulate a
wide range of local, regional, national and global career pathways and opportunities. Consider
economic and cultural influences ant the impact of stereotypes on career choice.
Post Secondary Aspirations- Participate in career exploration activities centered on students’
passions, interests, dreams and visions of their future self and perceived options.
Post Secondary Options - Be aware of, and participate in, a variety of postsecondary and
career opportunities. Use tools such as career clusters, goal setting, personal assessments, and
behavior/thinking attribute inventories to highlight individual strengths and capabilities.
Environmental Expectations - Consider how school, family, community, culture and world view
might influence the students’ career development and postsecondary plans.
Academic Planning - Apply the skills and knowledge necessary to map out and pass the
academic courses required to achieve postsecondary goals.
Employability Skills Devine, develop and hone skills that increase the likelihood of becoming
and remaining successfully employed and civically responsible citizens.
Personal Financial Literacy - To have an awareness of and be able to articulate the cost of
postsecondary options and apply this awareness to their postsecondary career and academic
planning.
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College Readiness and College Pathways

Students are “college ready” when they have the knowledge, skills, and behaviors to
complete a college course of study successfully, without remediation. These indicators of
college readiness include assessment data and successful coursework completion.

GRADES ACTION
8-9……………………….. Take the PLAN Test (Pre-SAT) to prepare for the SAT.

Plan four year- high school academic program.
Take the most rigorous curriculum you can handle, which
interest you.
Decide on courses for 9th & 10th Grade.
Review college programs and publications, which give you
profiles & entrance criteria.
Stay involved in extracurricular activities in and out of school.
Begin saving money for college & researching scholarships.

10…………………………Review academic plan.
Decide on courses for 11th grade.
Take PreSAT/PLAN in the fall.
Review college programs and publications, which give
profiles & entrance criteria.
Discuss post-graduation plans.

11…………………………Review academic plans and narrow college choices.
Decide on courses for senior year.
Attend Junior Parent Information Night & all college nights
Offered by your high school.
Take the ACT/SAT in the spring.
Research scholarship opportunities.
Visit colleges in the spring or summer.

12…………………………Finalize college choices and attend college night.
Talk to your counselor often and utilize that resource.
Take the ACT/SAT if you have not already done so or again
if needed.
Send applications out for early consideration.
Attend financial aid night & discuss all your options.
Send out applications for admissions, financial aid, and
scholarship.
Have confidence in yourself.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR
QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE…

If you have specific questions that have not been answered in this course guide, please refer to
the following list of individuals, who are able to assist you in supporting your child’s success
here at Infinity Middle School.  Their contact information is available on our website:

https://www.cherrycreekschools.org/infinity

Activities/Clubs Ms. Charmaine Jackson

Assessments Mr. Tom Romolo

Athletics Ms. Melissa Zahler

AVID Mr. Brian Celaya

Counselor/Grades Ms. Carolyn Norwood or Ms. Roxanna Villarreal

Dean/Discipline Concerns Ms. Charmaine Jackson or Ms. Melissa Zahler

Elective Classes Ms. Diane Wright

Gifted & Talented Programs Ms. Rachel Ptaszek

Language Arts Ms. Chloe Prochaska

Math Ms. Meghan Riley or Ms. Kate Kissner

Parent Forms Ms. Erika Ramirez

PowerSchool/Schoology/Technology Mr. Mike Goodwin or Ms. Jessika Lewallen

Registration/Moving or Change of Address Ms. Erika Ramirez

Science Ms. Lacee Sherman

Social Studies Ms. Marissa Boor

Spanish Ms. Gisela Gallardo

Special Education Mr. Otto Espinoza
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